
Jesus and the Good News: Session Structure
1. Brief introduction:   
What is an icon?  Did Jesus really look like this?

(1 minute)
2. Opening Music:
Who Are You?



(3 minutes)
3. Opening Prayer , Intro to ‘Jesus of Nazareth’


(2 minutes)
4. Activity






(5 minutes)
· If you could ask Jesus Christ five questions, what would they be?

5. Watch The Miracle Maker




(33 minutes)
6. Individual activity  (with music: Who Are You? // Alleluia, Jesus is the Lord)
· Personal Reflection: 2 Questions - There are nearly 2 billion Christians in the world today.  They are followers of Jesus in many different ways, some good, some more like Peter, or even like Judas.

i. What do you find attractive about the idea of following Jesus?  (5 mins)
ii. What do you find unattractive about the idea of following Jesus? (5 mins)
7. Plenary 






a. (If time:)Attractive & Unattractive (sharing thoughts on activity)  
(5 minutes)
b. Who Is Jesus Christ? (read by numbers)  


(1 minute)
c. Closing prayer 





(1 minute)

Required materials:  

Icon of Christ

Large candle

Jesus of Nazareth DVD

Worksheets
Opening Prayer:

O Lord Jesus, like Saint Paul, may we count everything as loss in comparison with the supreme advantage of knowing you. We want to know you and what your passion and resurrection can do. We also want to share in your sufferings in the hope that if we resemble you in death we may somehow attain to the resurrection from the dead. Give us grace to make every effort to supplement faith with moral courage, knowledge with self-control, self-control with patience, patience with goodness, goodness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love. May these virtues keep us both active and fruitful and bring us to the deep knowledge of you, Lord Jesus Christ. Amen
Closing prayer:

Lord God

We thank you for bringing us all together this evening to learn about your Son

Our Lord , Jesus Christ.
As we approach Holy Week and Easter

Help us to take a little time each day to spend in prayer

So that we may experience Jesus’ living presence,

And come to know that, just as the name Jesus means ‘God Saves’,
He was the one through whom we all are saved.

Amen.

Session 6:
Jesus and the Good News
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If you could ask Jesus five questions, what would they be?

1.  ____________________________________________________?
2.  ____________________________________________________?
3.  ____________________________________________________?
4.  ____________________________________________________?
5.  ____________________________________________________?
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You can tell what people are like by knowing:

· who they go around with

· how they treat people

· how they talk to people

· how they behave

Watch the first part of the Miracle Maker

If someone who knew nothing about Jesus asked you about Him and the sort of person He is, what would you say? 
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There are nearly 2 billion Christians in the world today.  They are followers of Jesus in many different ways, some good, some more like Peter, or even like Judas.

· What do you find attractive about the idea of following Jesus?  (5 mins)
· What do you find unattractive about the idea of following Jesus? (5 mins)
WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?   

(Find out your number by looking at the top of this sheet to find out which line of this description of Jesus you will read out)
1. He was born in an obscure village the child of a peasant woman.
2. He grew up in still another village, where he worked in a carpenter shop until he was 30. 
3. Then for three years he was a wandering preacher.
4. He never wrote a book.

5. He never held an office.

6. He never had a family or owned a house.
7. He didn't go to college.

8. He never traveled 200 miles from the place where he was born.

9. He did none of the things one usually associates with greatness.
10. He had no credentials but himself.

11. He was only 33 when public opinion turned against him.

12. His friends ran away.
13. He was turned over to his enemies and went through the mockery of a trial.

14. He was nailed to a cross between two thieves.

15. While he was dying, his executioners gambled for his clothing, the only property he had on earth.

16. When he was dead, he was laid in a borrowed grave through the pity of a friend.

17. Twenty centuries have come and gone, and today he is the central figure of the human race, the leader of mankind's progress.

18. All the armies that ever marched, 

19. all the navies that ever sailed,

20. all the parliaments that ever sat, 

21. all the kings that ever reigned,

22. put together, 

23. have not affected 

24. the life of man on earth

25. as much as that One Solitary Life.
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